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to acquire much influence and did not even enjoy the
sympathy of circles at home.

The Carpatho-Ukrainians, like the Slovaks, exploited
the internal political crisis of the Czechs in September,
and succeeded in obtaining fulfilment of their long-
standing demands for autonomy. Nevertheless, the Czechs,
who had hitherto maintained a centralised system in
Uzhorod, had administered the land well. My friend
Konstantin Hrabar, the former chief mayor, had been
appointed governor, and carried out his duties until
shortly after the September crisis. As the second highest
official in the Republic he enjoyed much sympathy and
esteem. Hrabar, who was a priest, was very akin in
feeling to the Czechs and therefore enjoyed the confidence
of the President of the Republic, and indeed of the whole
Government, which had to appoint another governor in
his place as a result of the political reconstruction after
September. The new governor had to form the first
Carpatho-Ukrainian Government, whose task it was to
conduct the frontier negotiations with the participation
of Dr Bacinsky, at the Pelimitation Commission in
Vienna.

After the removal of Brody from the Premiership
he was replaced by Volosin. By this the Central Govern-
ment believed that it had placed the cause of the Ukrainians
in the best hands. Bilej, a former deaf-and-dumb teacher,
was appointed Police President of Chust. Bilej, who
had received me as a guest in Chust, had later conducted
the heroic defence against the Hungarians on one Hank,
whilst on the other it was conducted by RSvay's successor,